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Prayer for the Canonization of 
Blessed Michael McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the
widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael
McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead
the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through
the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and
building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration
of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so
that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the
outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael
McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will.
Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here
make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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America the Beautiful
Verses 1 & 2

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet 
Whose stern impassioned stress, 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law!
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Adoration of the Trinity, Landauer Altarpiece by Albrecht Durer
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Faith of Our Fathers

Faith of our fathers, living still 
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, 
O how our hearts beat high with joy 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 
Faith of our fathers! Holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death!
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The Star Spangled Banner

O say, can you see 
By the dawn’s early light 
What so proudly we hailed 
At the twilight’s last gleaming 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars 
Through the perilous fight 
O’er the ramparts we watched 
Were so gallantly streaming 
And the rockets’ red glare 
The bombs bursting in air 
Gave proof through the night 
That our flag was still there 
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
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Historical emblems of the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus; Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council Archives.
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Pledge of the Fourth Degree

I swear to support the Constitution of the United States. /
 I pledge myself, / 
as a Catholic citizen / 
and a Knight of Columbus, / 
fully to enlighten myself / 
upon my duties / 
as a citizen /
 and conscientiously perform them / 
entirely in the interest of my country, / 
regardless of all personal consequences. / 
I pledge myself / 
to do all in my power / 
to preserve the integrity and purity of the ballot / 
and to promote respect for law and order. / 
I promise / 
to practice my religion consistently and faithfully / 
and to so conduct myself / 
in public affairs / 
and the exercise of public virtue / 
as to reflect nothing but credit / 
upon our Holy Church, / 
to the end that she may flourish / 
and our Country prosper /
to the greater honor and glory of God. 

Mem
the C



12



13

America the Beautiful
Verses 3 & 4

O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife,
 Who more than self their country loved 
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness, 
And every gain divine! 

O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years,
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 
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O God, Beyond All Praising

O God beyond all praising, 
we worship you today 
and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder 
at every gift you send, 
at blessings without number 
and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you 
and wait upon your word, 
we honor and adore you, 
our great and mighty Lord. 

Then hear, O gracious Savior, 
accept the love we bring, 
that we who know your favor 
may serve you as our king; 
and whether our tomorrows
be filled with good or ill, 
we’ll triumph through our sorrows 
and rise to bless you still: 
to marvel at your beauty 
and glory in your ways, 
and make a joyful duty 
our sacrifice of praise.
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